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By NicHovas BABBLE, Efq; 





NUMBER XIII. 





SATURDAY, une 5, 1756. 





Beauties in vain their pretty Eyes may roll; 
Charms ftrike the Sight, but Merit wins the Soul. 


Pope. 


Y Could not pafs by my Friend Amwell’ 

¢ Houfe yefterday in the Afternoon, with- 
‘ vy out being noticed by his lively Daughter, 
¥ - i who fat near the Parlour-window, and 
a o LA beckon’d me in fo particular a manner, that 
ieee We I concluded fhe had fomething of impor- 
tance to = mnisilindis to me, and therefore rapped at the 
door with the fpirit and impatience of a Poft-man. 

When I entered the Room, I found Harriot performing 
the honors of the Tea-table before a fhowy circle of her own 
Sex, and a fprightly young Fellow, whom I have frequently 
foen with her of late. — As I am not fond of a crowd, tho’ a 
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I would wait on her when fhe was 
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lefS eneaced; bul ie intreated me with her accuftomed 
vivacity not to withdraw; ‘** I defire you will take your Tea 
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“here, Mr. BABBLE, faid fhe, this afternoon. Yon need not 
“be afraid of us, continued fhe in a half whifper, we fhall 
“take care to behave more refpectfully, and be more {paring 
“ of our invectives againft old Batchelors.— You underftand 
‘ me.” This arch fpeech of hers made me furvey her 
with a great deal of accuracy. I did not immediately difcover 
the caufe of fo much gavete de Ceur, but when I clofely 
examined the Eyes of her female Companions, I perceived 
they were envioufly turned upon her, becaufe fhe engrofled 
the Looks of her Male Vifiter, who feemed, indeed, to view 
her with the attention and fenfibility of a Lover. By this dif- 
covery I could eafily account for her uncommon flow of 
Spirits, and readinefs of i taguitai and therefore determined 
to fit {nug, in order to make remarks on the whole Groz/ 

It was fome time before I could gain any Intelligence by the 
help of my auricular Organs, becaufe they all talked at once, 
but when the Tea-Equipage was removed, they chatter’d to- 
gether in Parties. The Beau devoted bakit entirely to my 
Ward, and in fo doing, made her fo prodigioufly happy, that 
fhe was fcarce able to conduct herfelf with decorum. She was 
vifibly elated with the thoughts of being preferr’d to all her 
acquaintance, played off her Airs and indy fo triumphantly, 


and fhew’d fo many fymptoms of Cogucttry and Afic Cation 
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that I longed to have a private Intervicw with her, and to 
give her a few friendly hints. As I was difgu ie with her 
Behaviour, and had no opportunity to {peak my mind to her 
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I-went to another part of the Room, Re? fat near a couple of 
homely isda ae were loudly exclaiming againft Bc suty in 
aaa declaring they would not be handfa me for the 
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The PRATER. 75 
fguints.” ‘No, no, but fhe has a filthy caft with her Eye.” 


Tired with this empty, unedifying Converfation, I went 
to another Sett, who were endeavouring to thruft a Squirrel 
into Mr. Be//air’s pocket, becaufe they could not endure to 
fee Harriot in a Tete-a-Tete with him any longer. This Gen- 
tleman, tho’ chagrined to be interrupted in the midft of his 
Douceurs, was obliged to fay a few civil things to his Miftrefs’s 
Viliters, in order to keep them in a tolerable Humour. In fhort 
I was fo diffatisfied with the behaviour of all the Ladies, that 
I produced my Pocket-Book, and told them I would, with 
their permiffion, read a Tale, written fome hundred years ago 
by an oriental Sage, and tranflated by their humble Servant 
for the Ufe of his fair Countrywomen. As Harrztot knows I 
don’t love to meet with a Rebuff, when I make a Requeft, 
fhe compofed her own Features, and endeavour’d to make her 
giggling Companions attentive. 





Zulima, the Daughter of Mibacen’ was formed for plea- 
fure, and Gnithes for delight. She was tall as the towering 
Palm, and ftrait as the lofty Pine. Her countenance was 
animated with the Glow of Health, and her Smile was as 

the Dawn of the vernal Day. Symmetry was difcernible in 

every Limb, in every Gefture Grace. The hearts of the young 
men bounded with joy at her approach. They declared fhe 
was fairer than a Hourz; and even the Daughters of the Land 
confeffed fhe was beautiful. 

Yet with all her perfonal advantages, Zulima, tho’ the ex- 
cited admiration, could not attract efteem. She was thought- 
Jefs and volatile, fantaftical and capricious, and fo giddy with 
the intoxicating fumes of adulation, that fhe fpent the ereateft 
part of her time in changing the potition of her veftments, 
and altering the arrangement of her jev wels. Sometimes fhe 
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raided her jetty eles, which were black as the feathers 


of the Raven, = — them up under a muflin, border’d 
with filver and cold ; fometimes fhe fuffered them to flow 


ery on her rah over an azure robe, and placed 


new-b!own rofes on her forehead, which was as {pacious 
as a full Moon. Sometimes the threw a tranfparent Veil 
over her, but practiied a tho arts to make it rife and 
fall, and diicover to the enamoured ¢azer ceth white as 
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Cheeks tinged with the blufhes of the Morning, and Eyes 
piercing as thofe of the Eagle. 

While fhe was reclined on a Sofa, one Evening, after a 
fultry Day, under a pavilion in the Garden of her Father 
Abubazan, and lay ruminating on methods to increafe her 
Charms, and extend her Conquefts, fhe faw a thick fmoke 
rife out of the ground. It curled like a Vine, and afcended 
like a Column. While fhe was earneftly watching its pro- 
grefs, a little Old Man, with a Beard whiter than Snow, 
which reached to his Feet, appeared before her. ‘¢ Zulima, 
faid he, lifter to the voice of Inftruction, and let not the 
accents of Reproof be difregarded. I am the Genius - 
daric. I behold thy Beauties with delight. Be not therefore 
vain, for know that I behold them with concern. I am 
come from the bottom of the Earth, to teach thee Wifdom, 
and to fnatch thee from Deftruction. Follow my advice 
and be happy. Thou vainly fancieft, unthinking Zu/y22, 
that the fame of thy Beauty will be wafted to the Pinnacles 
of Agra by the fighs of thy Adorers, and that their applaufes 
will be heard from the Cliffs of Taurus to the Indian Ocean. 
Thou doft not confider, frail Child of the Duft, that thou 
art fubject to the moft loathfome Diftempers. Thou dott not 
confider, that a Leprofy may render thee an object of ce- 
teftation, and that the Springs of Life may be poifoned by 
Maladies innumerable. If the Angel of Benevolence fhould 
intercede for thee at the Throne of the Great A/c; if the 
Governor of the Univerfe fhould command the Clouds of 
Sicknefs never to burft upon thy Head, yet no interceding 
Angel can refcue thee from the Gripe of Age, and difengage 
thee from the Talons of Decrepitude. Thy love-darting 
Eyes mutt lofe their luftre, and grow dim with years: thy 
blooming Cheeks mutt be fhrivell’d like autumnal Leaves ; 
and thy graceful Body muft be bent like the bow of the 
Hunter. ‘Thy Admirers will then fhun Thee with as much 
Caution as they would the Mouth of a famifh’d Tyger, or 
the Jaws of an hungry Crocodile ; and ftart from Thee af 
frighted as if they had felt the fting of a Scorpion, or the 
puncture of an Aifp. Then wilt thou be the unhappieft of 
Women. Thou adornett with too much foliicitude thy out- 
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Death, as Grafs is levelled by the Scythe of the Mower, 
whilft thy Mind, which will endure for ever, refembles the 
barren Mountain, or the uncultivated Defart. —Think there- 
fore, O Daughter of Pleafure, ere it is too late. Reflect, 
whilft thou art capable of Reflection. I am come from the 
bottom of the Earth to make Thee wifer, better, and even 
more lovely. —Watch thy Behaviour with the ftri@eft Vigi- 
lance, and let not the flighteft Signs of Pride, Levity, or Self- 
admiration, be perceptible in thy Looks, thy Aétions, or thy 
Words. Seem not to be confcious of thy Charms, and they 
will beam forth with redoubled fplendor: forget that thou 
art fairer than other Women, and thou wilt be the faireft 
among them. Be not over ftudious to make thy Neck fhine 
with the glofly Pearls of Manar, and thy Hair glitter with 
the Diamonds of Golconda. Be neat in thy Perfon, be plain 
in thy apparel. Simplicity is beyond Magnificence. ‘< Love- 
linefs wants not the aid of ornament, but is when un- 
adorned, adorned the moft.”. Do not hang over Fountains 
for the Pleafure of feeing thy image refleted in them, — 
Such a Defire can only be prompted by Vanity, and ought 
therefore to be fupprefled. Cenfure not thy Virgin Compa- 
nions, becaufe they have not the fame external Attractions thou 
art favoured with, for they may be poflefs’d of accomplith- 
ments fuperior to thine, though they are not fo confpicuous. 
Behold this Talifman ; view it with attention: it 1s the Ta- 
lifman of Truth, made with the fineft Cryftal, and fo won- 
derfully conftrudted, that it will not only fhow thee what 
thou art, but what thou fhouldft be. When thou refemblett 
in every refpect the Character I have drawn for Thee, thou 
wilt appear in the moft amiable light: but when any ir- 
regular Paflion, or any vicious Inclination takes poffefiion of 
thy heart, and ftimulates Thee to commit an unbecoming, 
or an immoral Action, thou wilt fee thyfelf in the moft 
odious colours. —Thou wilt be changed into a Monfter cf 
Uslinefs. In fuch circumftances think on Me. Repent, re- 
form, and thou wilt be reftored to thy priftine Beauty. —— 
When the Genius had utter’d the laft Word, he put the 


Talifman into her Hand, and inftantly difappeared, with the 
ey Pillar 
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Pillar of Smoke, but left a fcent behind him grateful as the 
Evening Breeze which plays among the Saban Spices, or 
the fragrant Gale which flutters upon the gum-diftilling 
Trees of Arabia.” 

Zulima’s aftonifhment at the fudden appearance of the 
Genius, deprived her of the Powers of Speech, but the va- 
rious emotions which fhe felt during his addrefs to her were 
character’'d in her Countenance. When he told her that he 
was delighted with her Perfon, fhe threw off her Veil with 
Exultation: Her Eyes fparkled with Joy, her Bofom panted 
with Satisfaction. But when he informed her that fhe was 
fubject to the moft loathfome Diftempers, fhe trembled, and 
grew pale. She was chilled with horror when he talked of 
the Gripe of Age, and fhudder’d at the mention of the Ta- 
lons of Decrepitude. When he told her fhe would be de- 
ferted by her Admirers, as foon as fhe had no Charms to 
allure them, fhe was torpid with amazement; but when he 
afterwards affured her fhe would become more beautiful by 
regarding his admonitions, her Heart danced with rapture, 
and her Lips quiver’d with ecftafy. She was fomewhat dif- 
concerted to hear him prefer Plainnefs, Neatnefs and Sim- 
plicity, to Pomp, Grandeur and Magnificence: and to hear 
Self-admiration and Cenforioufnefs condemned by him with 
Severity. She was convinced however, foon after his depar- 
ture, that it was neceflary to follow the Rules he had pre- 
fcribed, for on furveying herfelf in the Talifman, fhe dif- 
cover’d fuch an alteration in her Perfon, that fhe was ftruck 
with Fear, and let it fall to the Ground; but when fhe 
carefully took it up, with a wifh that it might not be broken, 
the looked, on a fecond View, as engaging as ever. From 
that Moment fhe determined to obey her Monitor with 
punctuality ; and after having proftrated herfelf to implore 
the affifttance of Him who dwelleth in the Third Heaven, 
fhe returned to the Houfe of her Father. 
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